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Education

04/2006 — 05/2015: Ph.D. (Magna Cum Laude), Cognitive Science, Osnabruck
University, Germany. Dissertation title: “Factors regulating the bottom-up guidance of
overt visual attention under natural conditions” (Academic Advisor: Prof. Dr. Peter
Konig)

10/2003 — 03/2006: M.Sc. (Highest possible grade), Cognitive Science, Osnabrueck
University, Germany. Thesis Title: “Effects of luminance contrast and its
modification s on fixation behavior during free viewing of images from different
categories” (Academic Advisor: Prof. Dr. Peter Konig)

09/2000 — 08/2003: B.A. (With Honors), Psychology, Bogazici University, Turkey.

09/1992 — 06/2000: High school degree, Istanbul Erkek Lisesi (bilingual Turkish-
German High School)


mailto:alper.acik.81@gmail.com

Research & Professional Experience

09/2016 — present: Assistant Professor, Ozyegin University, Psychology Department.
09/2013 — 08/2016: Full time instructor at Ozyegin University.

06/2014 — 06/2016: External advisor for eye-tracking experiments within the
European Commission funded FP7 I-SUR STREP project.

09/2012 — 08/2013: Part-time instructor at Ozyegin University.
02/2012— 01/2014: Part-time instructor at Yeditepe University.

01/2006-12/2009: Within the "POP - Perception on Purpose" project (EU Grant
supported STREP project), I was the representative of our lab, next to the principle
investigator Prof. Dr. Peter Konig.

04/2006 — 02/2012: Full-time research & teaching assistant as Ph.D. candidate at the
Institute of Cognitive Science (Neurobiopsychology Lab), Osnabruck University.

10/2003 — 03/2006: Student (M.Sc.) assistant at the Institute of Cognitive Science
(Neurobiopsychology Lab), Osnabruck University.

09/2001 — 03/2003: Student (B.A.) assistant at the Biopsychology Lab at Bogazici
University.

Skills

Languages: Turkish (Native), English (Fluent), German (Highly proficient)
Software: MATLAB (with teaching experience), SPSS, Office, Illustrator.

Hardware: Experience with several eye-tracker brands and models, including Eyelink, SMI,
and Tobii.
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viewing of complex images. Scientific data, 4, 160126.
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valence: A gesture study. Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 71(12), 2615-
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Broad Audience. VISAPP 2017 (The International Conference on Computer Vision
Theory and Applications).
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European Neurosciences (FENS) conference abstracts.

Acik, A., Bartel, A., Becker, T. Steger, J. & Konig. P. (2011). Real and implied motion at
the center of gaze. Journal of Eye Movement Research, 4(3), 112. (Presented at the
European Conference on Eye Movements — ECEM 2011)

Ossandon, J. P., Acgik, A. & Konig, P. (2011). Low in the forest, high in the city: Visual
selection and natural image statistics. Perception, 40(supplement), 95. (Presented at the
European Conference on Visual Perception - ECVP 2011)

Carl, C., Acik, A., Engel, A.K., Konig, P. & Hipp, J. (2011). The saccadic spike artifact in
MEG. International Conference On Cognitive Neuroscience (ICON XI).
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Behavioral Relevancy in Fixation Selection. International Symposium on Brain and
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Publications in Turkish

1) Acik, A. (2014). Biitiinsel E] Hareketleri ile Gerceklestirilen Yeni Bir Plastik EI
Paradigmasi [A new rubber hand paradigm induced with whole hand movements]. Talk
delivered at the National Psychology Congress, Turkey.

2) Acgik, A. (2014). Alan Turing’in Yasami ve Kisiligine Dair. Bilim ve Gelecek, Kasim 2014.

3) Acik, A. (2015). Bilissel Bilimde Beden [Body in Cognitive Science]. Kaos Q+, 1(2), 35-46.
[Full text publication in refereed queer studies journal].

4) Acik, A. (2016). Tecrit, benlik ve baris [Solitary confinement, self, and peace]. SolFaSol.
[Opinion piece in a magazine].
Journal refereeing

Ad-hoc reviewer for Journal of Vision, Visual Cognition, Plos ONE, and Frontiers in Psychology.

Awards & Grants

02/2016 — 01/2020: PLOTINA (“Promoting gender balance and inclusion in research,
innovation and training”) Project (European Commission H2020-GERI-2015-2016)
local coordinator at Ozyegin University.

- 09/2017: The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey acheivement
award for H2020 project PLOTINA

- 03/2016: BAGEP prize. This prize is awarded annually to young researchers in Turkey
by the Bilim Akademisi (Science Academy).



